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Govt creates 95 NIT
seats after glitches

Vanita Srivastava

NEW DELHE The government has
created 95 additional seats
for the National Institutes of
Technology (NITs) to accom-
modate those who were denied
a place because of technical and
software glitches that happened
during counselling. |
There are more than 20,000
seats for the 30 NITs across
the country. These seats are
supernumerary and temporary
in nature and shall be valid only
for the academic year 2013-14.
Ofthe 95 seats that have been

reporting centres. The soft-
ware that we used this time,
could not protect the errors. But
because of this, 95 high rank-

THESE SEATS ARE
TEMPORARY IN NATURE
AND SHALL BE VALID
ONLY FOR THE

gov
seats and last week we got a let-
ter in this regard. We informed
the 95 students individually and
of them 50 have accepted the
NIT seats. We have refunded
back the money to the those
who did not accept the seats.”
There are still 642 seats
vacant, but they belong to dif-
ferent categories.
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- HRD ministry creates
95 extra seats in NITs

New Delhi: The ministry of human |
resource development (HRD ministry)
has added 95 seats to the existing pool
of the National Institutes of Technology
(NITs) for this year only to accommo-
date some deserving candidates who
were denied admission in the B-Tech
programme due to a software glitch dur-
ing the counselling process.

These candidates were left out from
seat allotment despite securing better
places in merit list than those admitted.
Officials said HRD minister M.M. Pallam
Raju exercised his powers to create the
additional seats. The special provision is
only for this academic year (2013-14).
The students were not at fault as the
problem occurred because of the soft-
ware programming, they said. PTi@
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DEEPAK KUMAR JHA m
NEW DELHI

An acute shortage of tech-
nical manpower in the
Bmtl lous IITs — including

elhi, Kanpur, Mumbai,
Kharagpur and Chennai —
has rung the alarm bells for the
authorities as the students may
not be ‘industry-ready’

The institutes have alread
been facing an academic stc&
shortage. But with growin
engagement with research an
new equipment that requires
different technical skill sets, a
lack of technical manpower too
has emerged as a reason to

worrv‘;

“This is hampering the
technical academic quality
and we may not train them to
be industry ready,” said an IIT
source,

“In view of the expansion
of institutes, there is an increas-
ing need for capable technical
staff at senior levels in super-
visory and management func-
tions. In the absence of ade-
quate support staff, the facul-
ty members get burdened with
extra administrative load,
which diverts attention from

A HRD Ministry
official said that the
aim of the proposal

for creating a

technical cadre is to

free the faculty from
laboratory,
workshops

responsibilities to
enable them to
devote their time to
teaching and
research

teaching and research.
Moreover, the Institutes are
eng:?'lng in newer activities
with international universities
and interfacing with industry
and alumni. To enable faculty
to achieve their potential, an
appropriate administrative and
technical support is essential,”
said a HRD Ministry official.

The issue is likely to be
taken in the Council of IIT

Tech staff crunch hits
lITs’ academic quality

meeting early next week. An
IIT official said that the crisis
s due to the result of clubbi
the technical non-faculty an
the non-technical non-faculty
together under the category of
non-faculty.

“A high number of non-
faculty staff, due to legacy, has
further reduced the space for
hiring trained Technical Staff,
There is a need to consider

ting greater flexibility in

e recruitment of staff, par-
ticularly at senior levels,” said
the official,

A HRD Ministry official
said that the aim of the pro-
posal for creating a technical
cadre is to free the faculty
from laboratory, workshops
responsibilities to enable them
to devote their time to teach-

and research, “As in the case
of faculty, overall ratios may be
fixed with flexibility as to
recruit staff with the required
skills, when specific new func-
tions arise,” he mentioned. The
agenda for the Council of IIT
meeting on September 3 has
recommended for technical
staff needs to be strengthened
and a technical cadre can be
considered.
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IIT Roorkee professor found dead

DEHRADUN: Uttara-
khand police on Wednesday
stepped up security in IIT
Roorkee after the body of
a professor was found with
his throat slit in his flat on
campus.

Haridwar SSP Rajiv Swa-
roop said the body of senior
professor in Electrical Com-
puter Science department
Ajay Kumar (60) was recov-
ered on Wednesday.

Swaroop said police
have yet to find out whether
Kumar who was living alone
in his official flat at the IIT
campus committed suicide

or was murdered.

“Till now, it is a myste-
rious case as circumstan-
tial evidence gathered from
the spot was not enough to
ascertain the exact circum-
stances leading to Kumar’s
death, he said.

SP (rural) Ajay Singh
said, "Police investigation is
on. The possibility of murder
can not be ruled out’

A senior professor in
IIT said Kumar was often
depressed due to his loneli-
ness and had made an unsuc-
cessful attempt to commit
suicide two years ago. AGENCIES
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